
        

 

THE WORLD IN 2018 
  
Travel has long been shaped by its relationship to the natural world, from tracing ancient myths 
to capturing the ebb and flow of life across continents. But, as luxury travel itineraries continue on 
a path from relaxation to edification by way of memorable experiences, travel designers are 
becoming increasingly attuned to the challenges of the present.  
  
In its 16th edition, ILTM explores a world increasingly caught between extremes. Featuring 
leading figures from politics, business, and technology, The World In… looks ahead to a second 
term for the American presidency, the political and economic challenges of Brexit, and the 
changing landscape of the affluent mindset internationally, to explore the forecasts of 5 globally-
minded experts, The World In 2018 is an event dedicated to predictions of global trends and 
future affairs.  
  
Be inspired by leading thinkers as they take a provocative and enlightening look at the year ahead 
in an evening of intelligent entertainment with ILTM on December 4, 2017.  
  
Sustainability 
Onno Poortier, Co-Founder, Chairman & CEO, NOW Transforming Hospitality GmbH 
  
Hoteliers started to discuss the “green issue” in the late 1980’s after a UN report raised 

awareness of the disturbing relations between human society and the natural environment. Here 

we are thirty years later and climate change has become the defining predicament of our time. 

But while many hotels are doing excellent work, we are still hesitant to talk about the issues.  

Travel is the world’s largest and fastest growing industry and it is our job to inspire and empower 

the traveller to make a sustainable difference. Onno Poortier explains why boldly advancing 

sustainability, social responsibility and principled business practice are the biggest opportunities 

of our time.  

It matters ... it must be NOW! 
  



 

Biography 

 

Mr. Onno Poortier is currently the Chairman and CEO of NOW Transforming Hospitality 
GmbH.  
 
Mr. Poortier also serve as Board Director of six luxury deluxe hotel properties in Switzerland 
and in the Advisory Board of Preferred Hotels and Resorts.   His consultancy Rembrandt 
Management Services Limited counselled numerous organisations from 2000 – 2017 
including Preferred Hotels and Resorts as interim CEO, and hotel owners of Leela Palaces, 
Hotels & Resorts in India as President, Badrutt’s Palace St. Moritz as Owner’s Rep and Board 
Chairman, Beau Rivage Palace Lausanne as Board Director and The Alpina Gstaad as Owner’s 
Rep and Board Director, and Fregate Island Private in the Seychelles as Owner’s Rep and 
Board Chairman.   
 
Mr. Poortier worked with The Peninsula Group, where he was appointed Vice President in 
1985 and President from 1992–2000. One of the world’s most respected hoteliers and a 
professional with five decades experience running international luxury hotel brands in Asia 
Pacific, Europe, Middle East and USA, Onno Poortier played a leading role in The Peninsula 
Group’s expansion into the USA and Asia Pacific, with the acquisition and development of 
luxury Peninsula Hotels in New York, Beverly Hills, Chicago, Beijing, Bangkok, and Tokyo.  
 
As the Co-Founder of NOW, Mr. Poortier has turned his attention towards the most urgent 
issue of our lifetime, a legacy project with a mission to boldly advance sustainability, social 
responsibility and principled business practice in the hospitality and travel industry to 
combat climate change.  


