
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 25 years’ time what stories will you tell of the year 2020 when the youthful generation asks 

you about the virus that stopped the world in its tracks? Was #Quarantine one of the most 

entertaining tags to watch the world in isolation via social media? You might show photos of 

the empty streets throughout the globe which resembled scenes from an apocalyptic movie, or 

maybe you’ll share your experience when only the essential industries survived the pandemic, 

leaving a trail of bankruptcies behind in all other industries within the year. 

 

 

 

 

All of these are true, but one story of 2020 that’s also worth sharing is the ignored tale of 

climate change. We know the change is happening, and yet it’s as if it’s a fairytale or a myth 

since the pandemic took the planet’s focus and forced the world to self-isolate. Isolation was a 

new experience for most of the world. An experience that encouraged a positive change 
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between communities, creating real solidarity from town to town, city to city, country to 

country. Although ironically, the change in the health of our communities left little room for 

the compassion of our own planet’s health, therefore the trend seems that the longer we isolate, 

the easier it is to forget that if there is no positive change in the climate then there will be no 

isolation to run to when we will have another pandemic on our hands.  

 

In the early months of 2020 we saw China’s carbon emissions decrease by approximately 25% 

over a four-week period of the country’s quarantining actions *. An incredible improvement 

that showed the world what change could look like if we all spent a bit more time focusing on 

the benefits of life, in isolation. Although this was clearly just a fleeting improvement that was 

not here to stay, as life slowly returned to normal levels over the following two months so did 

the climate. 

 

The question is, can our governments learn from the improvements made in these four-

weeks and work to replicate them at an environmental level?  

 

Or was this merely a side effect of quarantining and that the environmental sustainability 

movement has truly been bumped down the list of priorities for our global governments? 

 

One positive many of us have noticed during self-isolation is a shift in trends, personal 

priorities and in particular our shopping habits. Those new pair of shoes are not only 

inaccessible, but they serve no function in isolation – except maybe in the #quarantinelife feed. 

For many of us who are victims to conspicuous consumption, the sudden need for less-to-

impress came as a wakeup call. A genuine realization that our excesses in our purchasing 

behavior can easily be put on hold while we put our efforts towards investing in a much more 

valuable and non-renewable currency. Time.  

 

 

 

So what’s the real lesson here ? Let’s take a moment to compare the facts. While the Covid 

crisis killed more than 620’000 people around the world, forcing our governments to act fast 

and smart in just few months by releasing financial support to their household, businesses and 

financial markets, the WHO (World Health Organization) states in a 2018 report that global 

warming crisis was expecting to cause approximately 250’000 additional deaths per year 

between 2030 and 2050. These fatalities will represent a cost of 125 billions of dollars per year 

- according to a report published in the “Forum humanitaire Mondial” in 2009. 

 

620'000 deaths in 3 months with Covid19 and 10$ trillions spent compared to upcoming 

250’000 deaths per year at 125$ billions spent per year for the climate  “
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In response to Covid we have spent globally more than $10 trillion to save our economy in just 

3 months, while the US and Japan have spent $3200 billion, Switzerland has spent $57 billion, 

the UK released £450 billion and Denmark $50 billion, just to name a few. 

 

In comparison to Covid spend, the global investment in climate change plateaued at USD $359 

billion, according to the “The Global Landscape of Climate Finance 2013” report by the 

Climate Policy Initiative (CPI**). The International Energy Agency projects that an additional 

investment of USD 5 trillion is required by 2020 for clean energy alone, to limit warming to 

two degrees Celsius. 

 

Climate crisis is still not winning the race yet, clearly if we are able to release trillions of dollars 

to fight the pandemic as an immediate threat to our existence, it begs the question why haven’t 

we made the same actions on the biggest threat of all? A threat we know since the year 1990 

when the first report made by the GIEC, a threat that will cause an extinction of all life and the 

threat has been imminent for over 20 years.  

 

Incredible isn't it? That even with all these facts that we're all becoming aware of and our 

governments have been discussing all this time, we — as a race, haven't done much to 

counteract the manmade force that's threatening our existence.  

 

Where do we start? As hospitality professionals and experts, we should not wait until it 

becomes an obligation to install innovative solutions for rigorous sustainability actions. 

Whether it is by rethinking ecological ways the buildings are designed, selecting 

environmentally conscious furniture or opting for 100% local seasonal produce for all F&B 

operations, we need to lead by example and understand that we also have a role to play. 

 

We need to teach our stakeholders to uphold our lasting legacy and continue to set the example 

for our customers of what a 'planet-friendly' lifestyle looks like as well as encourage them to 

boldly advance sustainability with accountability and transparency.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-coronavirus-has-temporarily-reduced-chinas-co2-emissions-by-a-quarter  
** http://climatepolicyinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/The-Global-Landscape-of-Climate-Finance-2013.pdf 
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