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They say fall in love with the cause, not the solution, so
Citywealth questioned three philanthropists to find out what
causes are close to their hearts, the challenges they have
overcome in their journey so far, and their advice to budding
philanthropists.



Our third philanthropist in the spotlight is Alexa Poortier, Founder of
itmustbeNOW.com.




itmustbeNOW.com was launched on Earth Day 2017, alongside her husband Onno Poortier,
as a self-financed for-benefit legacy project and a cause close to their hearts to support the
Global Goals and help build resilience to thrive. Their mission is two-fold. They aim to build
an informed, inspired and empowered global community of travellers that believes we all
have a responsibility to act and be a force for good. For the hotel sector, they aim to boldly
change attitudes and behaviours, help build profitable purpose-led businesses that put
people and planet first and provide tools for accountable sustainability and transparency
that elevate their communication potential to all stakeholders.

If travel and tourism was a country, it would be the 4th largest carbon polluter in the world
by 2019 with a shocking 80% from transportation and 20% from hospitality. “We found it
disturbing to know that it is also one of the slowest on climate action and in taking
responsibility for their total impact on communities and the environment”, said Alexa.

Their passion is derived from their sense of urgency that ‘it must be now’ that the industry
supports the Global Goals and puts a break on carbon before 2030 to help prevent
irreversible damage.




One of Alexa’s greatest challenges is overcoming the ‘doom and gloom'’ feeling around
climate inaction. Instead she focuses on bolder actions, innovation solutions, finding hope
and being helpful.

She described her most memorable moment as the trigger for IT MUST BE NOW!, which took
place in Paris during COP21 during a conversation with a young millennial who noted the
climate crisis problem is mainly due to the lifestyle of older generations in the developed
world, and the need for them to step-up to help younger generations to fix it. “The profound
awareness that | am one of the 'older generation' that is part of the problem and what |
must do to be part of the solution was a lightbulb moment. We launched

itmustbeNOW.com a year after the Paris agreement was signed, and the young millennial
(my son) became part of the team three years later”, said Alexa.

Her advice to others is to choose a cause close to your heart where you can realistically
make a difference. “Realise that it is a privilege to help others, and know you are not alone
when you join or create a supportive community with shared values ... IT MUST BE NOW!”



